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Abstract

140 Years of the Korea—Russia Treaty of Amity
and Commerce

- Historical Recurrence and Contemporary Implications of Korea—Russia
Relations in Transitional International Orders -

Hwang, Sung-Woo

This study examines the historical development of Korea—Russia diplomatic
relations through the lens of transitional moments in the international order. Marking
the 140th anniversary of the 1884 Korea—Russia Treaty of Amity and Commerce,
this research focuses on three critical periods—1884 (the era of imperial expansion),
1990 (the end of the Cold War), and 2022 (the geopolitical upheaval following
the Russia—Ukraine war)—to analyze the structural conditions under which Korea—
Russia relations have repeatedly emerged.

Rather than viewing Korea—Russia relations as a product of linear progress or
episodic disruption, the study argues that these relations constitute a “liminal
partnership” forged in times of systemic flux. They are characterized by structural
duality, in which opportunities and constraints coexist. Each diplomatic engagement
unfolded within a broader context of geopolitical transformation, offering Korea both
room for strategic maneuvering and inherent limitations tied to the global balance
of power.

The study further explores how South Korea has utilized relations with Russia
to pursue foreign policy objectives in each era, and it assesses the potential trajectories
of Korea—Russia ties amid the reconfiguration of the post-2022 international order.
The paper concludes that Korea—Russia relations, far from being a passive reflection
of global change, can serve as a strategic axis in the active construction of a future

diplomatic architecture.
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