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Abstract

Image and Identity
- Representations of Ethnicity in Bashkir Cinema -

Seungdo Ra

Among the representative films produced in the Republic of Bashkortostan, Russian
Federation, there are notable works that actively utilize various myths, legends, and
folklore constituting the cultural heritage of the Bashkir people, an Islamic ethnic
group, across multiple layers. Moreover, these films align well with the general
trend or dominant tendency of Russian regional cinema, which seeks to redefine
ethnic identity through visual reenactments of historical traditions and cultural
heritage. This paper examines the representations of ethnicity and attempts to
reestablish identity in Bashkir regional films that have been actively developing in
recent years, centered on Ufa, the capital of the Republic of Bashkortostan. To this
end, it first conducts a thorough analysis of the artistic portrayal of the Bashkir
people in the films of Bulat Yusupov, which reflect on the historical past of the
Bashkir people from the perspective of preserving and inheriting cultural and artistic
heritage. Next, I will analyze in detail the visual representation of the Bashkir people
and its meaning in the films of Ainur Askarov, who is well known for his bright
and cheerful depictions of the diverse lives of Bashkirs caught between tradition
and modernity in today’s rapidly changing world. This analytical examination is
of great academic significance, as serious research on Bashkir cinema, which occupies
a special place in Russian regional cinema, has been virtually non-existent both

in Russia and abroad.
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